


Sign Marks 
Cemetery 





A hand-carved sign marking the site of 
the old Pioneer Cemetery, owned by the 
City of Astoria, was erected Wednesday by 
the city. The sign, made by Bumble Bee 
Seafoods, marks the site of a cemetery 
whose earliest known burial was about 
1852. Use of the cemetery was discontinued 
about 1900 after almost 500 burials 


Area Hist 










Dally Astorian 


Private effort reclaimed the site from 

brush about 1955. Dr. Ed Harvey, left, 

member of the historic sites advisory com- 

mittee, and Gil Gramson, city parks and 

recreation director, watch as city workers 

Art Schoenlein, left, and Andy Laine put 
up sign. 
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Work Praised 





= The director of the Oregon Historic 
%: Vaughan, has paid compliments to those w 
the Pioneer Cemetery and wh 
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Granite Memorial Marker 
Given for Pioneer C emetery 


Dennis and Richard Thompson 
have donated a granite memor- | 
jal marker which has_ been 
erected in the center of the pio- 


neer cemetery on top of the hill | 


at 15th and Niagara. 

City and county workers have 
provided a blacktop path lead- 
ing to the marker from the 


street at the west side of the’ 


cemetery. 
The memorial marker was 


turned over to the county his- | 


torical advisory committee re- 
cently and in turn presented to 


the city government at a recent | 


meeting of the city council. 


Richard Thompson said the 
marker was made of red Fin- 
nish granite of the same kind 
used by the Thompson brothers’ 
late father, Paul Thompson, 
when he established Astoria 
Granite Works in 1917. 


“He used to import huge) 


blocks of this granite from Fin- 
land by sea. Ships would bring it 
via the Panama canal, and on 
arrival here he would cut it up,” 
Thompson said. “This practice 
proved uneconomical.” 

Later the Thompsons obtained 
granite from Minnesota. 

The cemetery marker is of 
the style used at about the time 
the cemetery last was used for 
burials nearly 70 years ago, 
Thompson said. The base is of 
rock brought from Vancouver 
island. 

Legend on the marker was 
prepared by Miss Dorothy Woot- 
- ton and William Foster of the 
county historical advisory com- 
mittee. 

The pioneer cemetery, after 
last being used about 1900, lay 
neglected for more than a half 
conty, thickly overgrown with 

Some years ago it was cleared 
of brush in a project initiated 
by Robert Chopping of radio 
KAST, and since then has been 
maintained in good condition by 
the city government. 


Recently some of the al 
grave markers which is 
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Granite marker standing in the center of Pioneer cemetery, 
15th and Niagara, was donated by Astoria Granite Works 
recently. Dick Thompson, right, of the firm hands documents 
of ownership to Chairman Dr, Edward Harvey of county 
historical advisory committee. 
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Regatta Proclamation 


Return Gravestones 


An appeal went out today to|stones in walks and patios about 
,| people who may have salvaged | the city. 
and stored gravestones from the! Dr. Harvey said no questions 
Pioneer cemetery at 15th and)will be asked if the missing 
Nigara in Astoria to return|stones simply come back. 
them so they can be put in their . 
proper places. 
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